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Abutters to a proposed 60-unit condominium complex on old Watson Farm met with selectmen Tuesday to address concerns regarding the Conservation Commission’s involvement in the project. 

Martha’s Lane resident Susan Daileader spoke of what she saw as potential improprieties and conflicts of interest regarding the commission’s involvement in reviewing the proposed development. Daileader said concerns raised by neighbors were met with “condescension,” and that they were “patronized” by commission members at a public hearing regarding the development Monday night.

“There was a feeling from those in attendance that our feelings were not being respected by the commission,” Daileader said. “We felt they were seeing things more from the side of the developer than the residents.” 

Daileader said neighbors are concerned with the Conservation Commission’s involvement in the project because Conservation Agent Vincent Kalishes is an abutter to the proposed development site. At a public hearing with the ZBA on Nov. 29, commission member Mike Clark said Kalishes has recused himself from talks with the developer since 2004, fearing a conflict of interest.

However, Daileader told selectmen that neighbors still have concerns regarding the way the project is being reviewed and encouraged the board to intervene.

“This is such a huge project that could have a negative impact on the town,” she said. “We need your help.”

Kalishes could not be reached for comment.

Herring Brook Meadow, LLC, of Peabody filed plans for the Watson project in November. The project, titled Herring Brook Meadow, was filed as a 40B development and calls for five condominium complexes to be built on four acres of the 15-acre Watson site. Fifteen of the 60 units would be set aside as affordable housing in accordance with 40B regulations, while the remaining 45 units would be sold at market value. The plans also call for an additional 4.5 acres of upland meadow on the property to be returned to the town for use as open space.

Because less than 10 percent of Scituate’s housing stock is affordable, the developer can seek waivers of town requirements under 40B.

Selectmen vowed to do what they can to help keep project review transparent and open to the public. Selectmen chairman Paul Reidy apologized to Daileader on behalf of the town and stressed that the issue is as much a concern to the town as it is to residents.

“We’re all very concerned about this,” Reidy said. 

Reidy recommended that Jay Talerman, the town’s legal counsel for the project, get in touch with the developer’s attorney to discuss the possibility of having the ZBA review the project before the conservation commission. Doing so, he said, may help keep review of the development on the level.

“I do think this is an issue where the integrity of the town is in question,” Selectman Rick Murray said. “The perception seems to be that something isn’t right.”

Daileader said after the meeting she felt reassured by the board’s comments.

“I think it’s great,” she said. “I’m glad they’re taking us seriously and are looking after the best interest of the town. We just want an open discussion on this issue.”
