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January 17, 2007
Mark Stewart

Chair

Scituate Conservation Commission

600 Chief Justice Cushing Highway

Scituate MA 02066 

RE: Herring Meadow 40B

Dear Mr. Stewart:


The North and South Rivers Watershed Association offers the following comments and concerns regarding the proposed 60 unit 40B project on Chief Justice Cushing Highway adjacent to the Herring River/First Herring Brook. 
Comments/Concerns
Open Space

We are pleased to see the proponent has worked to place the development project away from the Herring River and to preserve some of the property for open space/recreation/habitat uses.  The Herring River and the North River are unique and valuable ecological and public resources and deserve as much protection as we can provide them from human impacts while allowing for the encouragement of stewardship and appreciation of these resources.  We would like to see this open space maintained by a conservation organization and that there be an endowment provided to ensure proper maintenance of the area.

Flooding and Stormwater Issues

The current proposal calls for fill to be placed in Land Subject to Coastal Storm Flowage to elevate the first floor elevations of the buildings above the 100 year flood elevation.  While we understand this is allowed we question whether it is wise.  Land Subject to Coastal Storm Surge is protected under the Scituate’s local wetland bylaw and fill is not allowed.  The presumption of the functions and values of this type of wetland is that it is necessary for allowing a place for flood waters to move unhindered.  While filling it in will not substantially alter the Atlantic basins’ capacity for flooding it will potentially place more humans and their infrastructure in harms way during extreme coastal storm events and thus the infrastructure has the potential to fail and harm the environment.  During a 100-year storm event the manner in which the current proposal shows stormwater to be conveyed from the site shows no place for the water to drain to if the flood elevation blocks the outlets of the stormdrains.

We would suggest that the proponent should pull the building envelope out of the coastal floodplain—the idea should be to avoid this area, then if it is unavoidable minimize the impacts and then mitigate.  It seems like we are talking about mitigation before there has been any true analysis of avoiding building in this sensitive area at all.
We would like to see more analysis of the ability of the stormwater to infiltrate during storm events during the engineering review.  We would also encourage the proponent to investigate ways to reduce stormwater runoff and its impacts in the first place through Low Impact Development techniques such as permeable surfaces, raingardens, green roofs etc.

Landscaping

We would encourage the proponent to include native plantings in their proposal given the proximity to the river.  We would prefer to see vegetated berms instead of riprap if the proposal to fill is allowed.
Public Access

There has been some discussion of providing public access to old Railroad bed in this proposal.  We are supportive of these efforts and would encourage the proponent to keep the access as “natural” as possible.  It does seem that there are some questions regarding the ability to provide public access from Rt 3A as it crosses over another property, this needs to be resolved in order to ensure that this public access will be viable.
Wastewater

The density proposed will require a wastewater treatment system that will be able to treat more than 10,000 gallons per day.  We have concerns as to how this would change groundwater flow in the immediate vicinity, the travel time of groundwater to the Herring River, the quality to which the wastewater will be treated and how will backup systems be provided in the event of a coastal storm that will prevent any sewage contamination of the Herring River.

Thank you for the opportunity to comment.

Sincerely,

Samantha Woods

Executive Director, NSRWA

Cc: Paul Reidy, Chair Scituate Selectmen
       Scituate Zoning Board of Appeals
The North & South Rivers Watershed Association Inc.

P.O. Box 43, Norwell, Massachusetts 02061 (781) 659-8168

www.nsrwa.org
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